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who aie slowly foiling regiments all ovei" the State, at
points remote from danger, and whom it will be almost
impossible to assemble together. The organization of this
latter force is, by the laws of Kentucky, under the con-
trol of a military board of citizens, at the capital, Frank-
fort, and they think they will be enabled to have fifteen,
regiments toward the middle of this month, but I doubt it,
and deem it unsafe to rely on them. There are four
regiments forming in the neighborhood of Owensboro',
near the mouth of Green River, who are doing good
service, also in the neighborhood of CampbeUsville, but it
is unsafe to rely on troops so suddenly armed and equipped.
They are not yet clothed or uniformed. I know well you
will think our force too widely distributed, but we are
forced to it by the attitude of our enemies, whose force
and numbers the country never has and probably never
will comprehend.

"I am told that my estimate of troops needed for this
line, viz., two hundred thousand, has been construed to
my prejudice, and therefore leave it for the future. This
is the great centre on which our enemies can concentrate
whatever force is not employed elsewhere."

Two days later Sherman wrote again :

" General McClellan telegraphs me to report to him
daily the situation of affairs here. The country is so large
that it is impossible to give clear and definite views. Our
enemies have a terrible advantage in the fact that in our
midst, in our camps, and along our avenues of travel, they
have active partisans, farmers and business-men, who
seemingly pursue their usual calling, but are in fact spies.
They report all our movements and strength, while we can
procure information only by circuitous and unreliable
means. I inclose you the copy of an intercepted letter,
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